
In August 2003 seventeen 

people from Celebration 

Church in Blountville, TN 

set out on a trip to Brazil 

to explore where God was 

at work . Through rela-

tionships and meetings 

appointed  without our 

knowledgeð-divine ap-

pointmentsð-we became 

aware of a bare piece of 

land (top left picture) in a 

poor section of Teresina, 

Piaui, Brazil called Cidade 

Leste.  We have seen God 

move in the hearts and lives of 

many people to develop this 

into a thriving school and 

church over the last several 

years.  Through the land dona-

tion of a local  businessman, 

and the cooperation of many 

Brazilian Christians,   construc-

tion of four buildings was 

started in 2005 on a 5-acre plot.   

After completion of the first 

building in 2006, the school 

was started.  Additional build-

ings for school use were com-

pleted in 2007 and 2008.  In 

2009 a building was completed 

to start a sister church, Celebra-

cao Baptist Church (picture at 

left).  Fernando Ramos (left) 

pastors the church and minis-

ters to the children and families 

of Cidade Leste.  In December 

2009 Fernando baptized the 

first eight converts of the 

church.  The church has contin-

ued to grow and provide 

preaching, teaching and minis-

try to share the gospel, provide 

discipleship, and reach the  

community for Christ.   

                  Teresina, Piaui, Brazil 
 The growth of a school and church 

A Brief History  
2003 -2011  

                   Joao Pessoa 
 A ministry to children (APEC/CEF) 

We first met Pr. Paulo de Souza 

in Teresina.  He was our first 

contact in Brazil as we arrived 

in 2003.  Pr. Paulo works for an 

organization called APEC,  

known as Child Evangelism 

Fellowship in the US.  In 2005 

he was asked to move his min-

istry focus to the coastal city of 

Joao Pessoa.  Pr. Paulo has 

worked with children and fami-

lies in the poor areas of this 

city.  He ministers to hundreds 

of children and youth through 

various programs, as well as 

serving as a trainer for children 

and youth ministry workers 

across the area. His creative 

approach to teaching and minis-

try is winsome and effective in 

the resort area to which God 

has called him.  We seek to 

increase his support and assis-

tance in GFTCôs future plan. 

About Us 
Grace for the Children, Inc. 

(GFTC) is a 501c3 non-profit 

organization whose mission is 

to share the gospel and minister 

to children and families in Bra-

zil.  GFTC, Inc. currently sup-

ports a school, church and Pas-

tor Fernando Ramos in 

Teresina , Brazil and a Chil-

drenôs Pastor, Paulo de Souza, 

in Joao Pessoa, Brazil.  We 

strive to keep overhead low, 

sending more than 95% of our 

donated funds to support the 

ministries in Brazil. More in-

formation can be found on our 

website at www.gftc.org. 


